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PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK
TRIP PLANNER

Petrified Forest National Park offers a landscape that captivates with its
otherworldly beauty and geological wonders. The park is renowned for its vast
deposits of petrified wood, spanning across a colorful expanse of the Painted
Desert. Here, logs that have turned to stone over millions of years shimmer with
crystalline quartz, casting a mosaic of colors that tell a story of earth’s ancient past.
This remarkable transformation, from organic wood to mineral, creates a bridge
between the epochs, allowing visitors to walk amidst the remnants of lush forests
that thrived during the Late Triassic period.

The park’s beauty extends beyond its petrified treasures. It encompasses a rich
tapestry of natural and cultural histories, from ancient petroglyphs carved by early
inhabitants to the remnants of old Route 66, symbolizing the era of American
westward expansion. The landscape itself is a dynamic canvas, with the brilliant
hues of the Painted Desert’s badlands fading into the vast, open skies. The Blue
Mesa, with its striking blue and purple tints, and the Tepees, with their layered
bands of color, offer breathtaking vistas and a photographer’s paradise at every
turn.




HOW TO GET HERE

Petrified Forest National Park is conveniently located in northeastern
Arizona, making it an accessible stop for travelers exploring the American
Southwest. Most visitors arrive by car, traveling along Interstate 40 or
entering from the north via Highway 180. The park is roughly 3 hours east of
Flagstaff and 20 minutes from Holbrook, Arizona, where local amenities and
accommodations are available.
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BY PLANE

Those tlying in typically land at Phoenix Sky Harbor

International Airport (Arizona) or Albuquerque International
Sunport (New Mexico). Both airports are about a 3 to 4-hour
drive to the park, providing flexibility for visitors to explore
other regional attractions.




BY CAR

From Phoenix, take Interstate 17 north to Flagstaftf, then east on
Interstate 40 towards Holbrook, and follow the signs to the park.

From Albuquerque, head west on Interstate 40 directly to the
park turnoffs. The park has two main entrances: the north

entrance from Interstate 40 and the south entrance via Highway
180.




ENTRANCE FEES

All visitors are required to purchase an entrance pass
upon entering Petrified Forest National Park. Passes are
available at all park entrance stations and online before
you arrive at the park. Entrance pass options include
one-day passes, vehicle passes valid for seven
consecutive days, and annual passes. Visitors may have
to show their parks pass upon entering the park.

Purchasing the America the Beautiful National Parks
and Federal Recreational L.ands Pass may be the best
deal if you plan on visiting any other national parks or
federally managed lands this year. Not only does the
pass cover year-round entrance fees to Petrified Forest
National Park, but it also covers entrance fees for all
other U.S. national parks and many national
monuments, wildlife refuges, and historic sites.

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

Department
of the Interior 4
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https://www.nps.gov/pefo/planyourvisit/fees.htm
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm
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https://guidealong.com/tour/petrified-forest-national-park-tour/#map
https://guidealong.com/tour/petrified-forest-national-park-tour/#map

WHERE TO STAY

Petrified Forest National Park, located in northeastern Arizona, offers limited lodging
within the park itself but a variety of options are available in nearby communities.

HOLBROOK

Just 20 minutes west of the park, Holbrook offers a range of accommodations. Hotels
and motels along the historic Route 66 cater to all budgets, from simple rooms to more
comfortable stays. Several vacation rentals are also available in the area, providing a
homey feel for your visit.



WHERE TO STAY

CAMPING NEAR THE PARK

While Petrified Forest National Park does not have campgrounds within its boundaries,
several nearby options are available:

Holbrook / Petrified Forest KOA, located just off Interstate 40, this campground offers
tent sites, RV spots with full hookups, and cabin rentals

STATE PARKS AND BLM LAND

For those looking for a more rustic camping experience:

Lyman Lake State Park, located about an hour and a half south of the park, offers
camping facilities that can accommodate tents and RVs, with the added bonus of water
activities.

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Lands provide primitive camping spots. These are
typically first-come, first-served and offer a more secluded experience.




WHEN TO VISIT

Petrified Forest National Park is accessible year-round, with each season offering a
unique experience. Optimal times to visit are spring (April to May) and fall (September to
October), when mild temperatures make exploring comfortable and the park's natural
colors are especially vibrant. These periods are also the busiest due to the pleasant
weather.

Summertime in the park sees higher temperatures, often approaching the high 90s,
though it's cooler compared to other desert parks. Visits during early morning or late
afternoon are recommended to avoid the midday heat. Despite the warmth, summer
remains a popular time for visitors.

Winter provides a quieter visit with fewer tourists and a stark, serene beauty, although it
can be cold and windy. The park generally remains open, but be prepared for occasional
closures due to snow and ice on trails or roads. This season is becoming increasingly
popular for those seeking a peaceful experience away from the crowds.



HOW TO AVOID
THE CROWDS

Petrified Forest National Park is renowned for its striking landscapes and
unique geological features, attracting visitors year-round. To avoid crowds,
consider visiting during off-peak hours, such as early morning or later in the
afternoon. Arriving before 9 am or after 3 pm can enhance your experience by
avoiding the busiest times and enjoying cooler hiking conditions.

For those seeking solitude, explore the lesser-known areas of the park. The
northern sections and quieter trails like Onyx Bridge or Jasper Forest are often
less frequented and offer a more tranquil visit. These areas allow for deeper
exploration away from the main tourist spots.

Visiting during the off-peak months of late fall and winter also reduces
encounters with large groups. This period not only brings fewer visitors but
also presents the park’s dramatic landscapes against a different seasonal
backdrop, adding a unique charm to the experience.
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HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU NEED?

Petrified Forest National Park is a treasure trove of natural wonders, meriting
multiple days for a thorough exploration. Ideally, dedicate at least one full day to
experience key attractions like the Rainbow Forest Museum, the vibrant Painted
Desert, and the striking Blue Mesa area. These spots showcase the park’s famous

petrified wood and stunning landscapes.

For those with additional time, a second day can enrich the experience. Delve
deeper by hiking the Long Logs and Agate House trails, which offer intimate views
of massive petrified logs and archaeological sites. These paths lead to less
frequented yet equally captivating areas of the park.



THINGS TO SEE AND DO



BLUE MESA

The Blue Mesa is known for its colorful bentonite clay hills in shades of blue, I
purple, and gray. The one-mile Blue Mesa Loop Trail offers an immersive walk
through this surreal landscape, showcasing beautitully preserved petrified logs

and vibrant geological layers. This trail provides a unique opportunity to
witness nature’s artistry, making it a must-visit for enthusiasts of geology and
natural wonders.

w|
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THINGS TO SEE AND DO

TIPONI POINT

Tiponi Point offers visitors their first awe-inspiring view of
the Painted Desert section of Petrified Forest National Park.
While it may not provide the most expansive panorama of
the desert, its accessibility and proximity to the park
entrance make it an unmissable starting point for your visit,
setting the tone for the stunning vistas to come.

PAINTED DESERT INN

From Tiponi Point, take a short drive to the Painted Desert
Inn, a restored 1920s inn that now serves as a museum and
bookstore. This historical site, perched on the rim of the
Painted Desert, offers educational displays and unique
architecture, giving visitors insight into the early tourism of
the American Southwest. The inn itself, with its colorful
frescoes and traditional Pueblo architectural elements, is a
window into the past.

PUERCO PUEBLO

Explore the ancient ruins of Puerco Pueblo, where over a
hundred rooms once housed a thriving community over 600
years ago. Today, visitors can walk among the remains and
see petroglyphs that adorn the nearby rocks, offering a
glimpse into the lives and beliefs of the people who once
inhabited this land.

NEWSPAPER ROCK

Just a short drive from Puerco Pueblo, Newspaper Rock
presents an incredible concentration of well-preserved
petroglyphs. This large rock panel features over 650
individual carvings, depicting everything from animals to
human figures and abstract symbols. Visitors can view the
petroglyphs from an elevated platform, allowing for a
comprehensive view of this impressive archaeological site.
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BEST HIKES

BLUE MESA LOOP TRAIL

This 1-mile loop trail takes about 30 minutes to complete. It winds through otherworldly
badland hills of blue, purple, and gray hues, offering a spectacular view of the park's
geological features.

CRYSTAL FOREST TRAIL

Spanning 0.8-miles, this easy loop can be enjoyed in about 30 minutes. The trail is named
for the sparkling crystals that can be seen in the petrified wood scattered along the path,
providing a unique insight into the natural mineralization process.

PAINTED DESERT RIM TRAIL

This 1.2-mile easy out-and-back trail takes roughly 30 minutes and offers expansive
views of the Painted Desert's striking colors and vastness, ideal for photographers and
nature lovers.

GIANT LOGS TRAIL

Covering 0.7-miles, this loop trail near the park's Rainbow Forest Museum takes about 30
minutes to walk and features some of the largest and most colorful petrified logs in the
park.



BEST HIKES

PUERCO PUEBLO TRAIL

This short 0.3-mile loop takes about 10
minutes to complete and leads to the
remains of an ancient Puebloan village,
offering a glimpse into the human
history of the region.

NEWSPAPER ROCK TRAIL

At just 0.1 miles, this brief trail takes
about 30 minutes to explore and
provides views of petroglyphs etched
onto rock surfaces, showcasing the
artistic expression of early inhabitants.

LONG LOGS AND AGATE HOUSE TRAIL

This is a slightly longer trail at 2.6
miles, taking about an hour to
complete. It loops through areas dense
with beautifully preserved petrified
logs and includes a visit to the Agate
House, a reconstructed Puebloan
building made of petrified wood.

19




REVIEWS

) GuideAlong

L]
i

Excellent and informative ’ e
Well worth the money! Everyone in the car ages p '

19-82 found the narrative informative and & I;;
entertaining. Highly recommend this download.

. [ 3% _i-;:l- bl 1.!“
RPN

| never paid for any apps until | met you, and the
best purchase I've ever made to prepare for my
trips! I've already bought and used tours for
Hawaii and US west, and cannot imagine
traveling without your voice in the background

anymore

[ ] ¥ - [T L
- i Ao o
il A

t 17484 Apple

@8  We would not have known where to go (and

i iy,

-
L
-
. ]
o

when to beat crowds) without this
audio...Ridiculously great value

AUDIO TOUR GUIDES =

Stories, local tips & directions that autoplay,
based on your location

GET ITOMN

‘_ i .Emljuﬁtnre P’ f%cngle P_Iay_




21

AWESOME EXPERIENCES

EXPLORE THE AGATE HOUSE

Built entirely from petrified wood nearly a thousand years ago by the ancestral
Puebloans, the Agate House is a fascinating historical site within Petrified Forest National

Park. A short hike from the main road leads you to this remarkable reconstruction, where
you can marvel at the ingenuity and craftsmanship of the ancient builders. The site’s
remote location often makes it a quiet spot, perfect for contemplation and photography.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Petrified Forest is a photographer’s paradise with its vibrant landscape and open skies.
The park’s varying light conditions, particularly during the golden hours of dawn and
dusk, make for stunning photographs of its unique geological formations and sprawling

vistas.

RANGER PROGRAMS

Take advantage of the educational programs offered by park rangers throughout the
year. These programs often include guided tours of key sites like the Rainbow Forest,
Puerco Pueblo, and Newspaper Rock. Rangers provide insights into the geological
history, ancient civilizations, and ecosystems of the park, enriching your visit with stories
and information that highlight the significance of each feature.
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AWESOME EXPERIENCES

BACKPACK THE WILDERNESS AREAS

For those seeking solitude and a deeper connection with nature, backpacking in Petrified
Forest National Park offers a unique adventure. The park has two designated Wilderness
Areas - the Painted Desert Wilderness and the Rainbow Forest Wilderness. Obtain a free
backcountry permit at the Painted Desert Visitor Center or the Rainbow Forest Museum
before heading out. Explore the strikingly colorful badlands, ancient petroglyphs, and
fields of petrified wood. Remember to practice Leave No Trace principles to preserve the

park's pristine beauty.
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PACKING LIST

Warm Layers: Pack plenty of layers,
including some warm ones, regardless of
the time of year you visit. Morning and
evening temperatures can be quite cool,
and the weather can change rapidly. Make
sure to bring a jacket, rain gear, a hat, and
gloves for unpredictable weather,
especially in spring and fall.

Sturdy Hiking /Walking Shoes: Although
Petrified Forest doesn't have the
extensive vertical trails like the Grand
Canyon, sturdy footwear is still essential.
The terrain can be uneven and rocky, and
you'll likely spend a lot of time on your
feet exploring trails, viewing petroglyphs,
and visiting various historical sites.

Sun Protection: The desert sun can be
intense at Petrified Forest National Park.
Be prepared with a wide-brimmed hat,
sunscreen, and sunglasses. Consider UPF
clothing to protect against UV rays,
especially if you plan on being out during
the peak sun hours.

Refillable Water Bottles: Dehydration can
be a concern in the arid environment of
Petrified Forest. Carry refillable water
bottles and make use of the water
stations available at visitor centers. If you
plan on longer hikes, consider a hydration
bladder for convenience.

Snacks: Bring along plenty of snacks to
keep your energy up during your visit. Salty
snacks can help maintain your electrolyte
balance, especially if you are drinking a lot
of water to stay hydrated.

Daypack: A good, comfortable daypack is
necessary for carrying your essentials, such
as water, snacks, extra clothing layers,
sunscreen, and personal items. Ensure your
daypack is large enough to accommodate
everything you might need for a full day in
the park.

Binoculars: Binoculars are great for getting
a closer look at the park’s unique geological
formations and spotting wildlife from a
distance. They can enhance your overall
experience by allowing you to see details
you might otherwise miss.

Plastic Bag: Carry a plastic bag in your
daypack to collect any trash you find along
the trails. Helping to keep the park clean
ensures it remains beautitul for everyone
who visits. Use the bag to pack out your
own trash as well.

First Aid Kit: Be prepared for minor
injuries with a basic first aid kit. Include
bandages, antiseptic wipes, pain relievers,
and any personal medications you may
need.
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TOP TIPS

Explore Beyond the Main Sites: Venture
beyond the typical viewpoints and trails.
While the popular trails like Blue Mesa and
Crystal Forest offer stunning views and easy
access, exploring lesser-known areas can
provide a more solitary and in-depth
experience of the park’s diverse landscapes.

Book Accommodations in Advance:
Accommodation options in the immediate
vicinity of Petrified Forest National Park are
somewhat scarce, so it's advisable to
arrange your stay well in advance,
particularly during peak travel seasons.
While there are no lodging facilities within
the park itself—only backcountry camping
for hikers with permits—nearby towns such
as Holbrook offer various hotels and motels.
If you prefer camping, securing a spot at a
nearby campground early is essential.

Start Early: To avoid the midday heat and
crowds, start your hikes early in the
morning. This is especially important during
the summer months when temperatures can
soar.

Be Prepared for Weather Changes: The
weather in the park can change rapidly.
Bring layers and be prepared for both hot
sun and chilly winds, particularly if you're
visiting in the shoulder seasons.

Pack Essentials: There are no food services
within the park, so bring plenty of water
and snacks. A picnic can be a delightful way
to enjoy the park’s scenic views.

Respect the Environment: Petrified wood
is a precious resource. Enjoy the beauty
without taking pieces with you. It’s illegal
and harmful to the park’s preservation
efforts.

Use the Park’s Resources: The park offers
several educational programs and guided
tours that can greatly enhance your
understanding of the area’s natural history
and geology.

Photography: Petritied Forest is a
photographer’s paradise, especially during
the golden hours of sunrise and sunset
when the colors are most vibrant. However,
take time to appreciate the park’s beauty
with the naked eye too.

Enjoy the Night Sky: The park’s remote
location makes it an excellent spot for
stargazing. If you're staying nearby,
consider spending an evening looking at the
stars.
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Download the free app from the
Apple App or Google Play Store. -
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Apple or Google Play account ID.

BUY A TOUR, SAVE A BUNDLE

Buy direct from our website and save.
Tours never expire, so you can buy now
and fravel anytime.
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HIT THE ROAD

Just one tap will get you touring, or
if you're a planner, check out our
trip guides and travel tips.
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